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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE ARKANSAS 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Library service in Arkansas is defi- 
nitely on the upgrade. Librarians, board 
members and friends of libraries have 
done yeoman service during the past 
few years to make this true. The most 
outstanding recent single achievement is, 
of course, the success of the library 
amendment at last November's election. 
There is no room, however, for resting 
on our oars. The relatively small margin 
by which the amendment was passed is 
ample proof of this. Not all citizens, or 
perhaps not even a majority, are yet 
convinced of the needs and benefits of 
library service, at least to the extent of 
giving the financial support necessary. 

The amendment was a victory but 
the fruits of victory are not yet in sight. 
The more difficult job lies ahead in con- 
vincing the voting citizens of counties 
and communities to allow the addi- 
tional funds necessary for the adequate 
support of organized services. It is 
significant, I believe, that in general the 
amendment carried by substantial mar- 
gins in counties and cities where library 
service has proved itself, and was de- 
feated in many localities where service 
has not been effectively given. This 
indicates a difficult and perhaps long 
fight for support in such areas, and gives 
us pause to stop and consider the mean- 
ing of effective service. 

While gaining a victory on the one 
hand in the November election library 
interests suffered a defeat in another 
quarter. The proposed school reor- 
ganization act may not have been the 
perfect amswer to all school problems. 
but improved and consolidated school 
systems would mean a tremendous boost 
to better school library service. A pro- 
gram for improved schools in Arkansas 
should be supported by librarians as 
vigorously as their own more specific 
projects. Any progressive ideas and 
legislation designed to elevate the excel- 
lence of schools, particularly at the 
secondary level, are directly in line with 
what librarians and friends of libraries 
are trying to do for adult education. 


The Arkansas Library Association is 
at all times pledged to the support of 
improved library service in the state. 
Its immediate and specific goals for this 
year, and perhaps for years to come are 
primarily fourfold: (1) Extension of 
adequate library service to all counties, 
cities and towns of the state; (2) Pro- 
vision of adequately trained personnel 
for meeting the growing demands for 
prcefessionally trained librarians: (3) 
Securing salary adjustments to compare 
favorably with the national trend and 
commensurate with education and ex- 
perience: (4) Active support of the 
Public Library Service Demonstration 
Bill now before Congress. This bill, 
the provisions of which are discussed 
elsewhere in this issue, is just now at a 
critical stage in committee (Senate Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare). 
It needs the support of all who believe 
in equalized library service throughout 
the nation. You can help get the bill 
favorably reported out of the committee 
by letting members of the committee 
and your senators know of your interest 
and that of the progressive people in 


your community. 
M. A. MILLER. 





ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION MEMBERSHIP 


Did you pay your 1947 association 
dues at the state meeting in November? 
If not please send them to Beth Welch, 
Sebastian County Library, Greenwood, 


as soon as possible. Yearly dues are 
one dollar for individuals, and two dol- 
lars for institutional memberships. 

An effort is being made by the mem- 
bership committee to contact every li- 
brarian and library trustee personally. 
If you have not yet been contacted 
please consider this your invitation to 
join the Arkansas Library Association. 

A list of the members of the Arkansas 
Library Association will appear in the 
July issue of Arkansas Libraries. 
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WHAT THE INCREASED APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
ARKANSAS LIBRARY COMMISSION MEANS 


The increase of $55,000 per year in 
the appropriation for the State Library 
Commission made by the State Legisla- 
ture certainly means more and better 
library service for Arkansas. More 
books, more librarians, more county 
and regional libraries, more bookmo- 
biles—all mean better service to our 
people. 

The largest increase went to the sec- 
tion for the establishment of new 
county and regional libraries. With 
twelve counties still without any library 
at all within their borders and with 
many people in the other twenty-four 
counties that do not yet have county- 
wide library service, it is only just that 
the largest percentage of funds be set 
aside for those groups. 

However, those counties that have 
already established libraries and have 
been receiving state aid will receive some 
additional funds. In this section of the 
appropriation an increase of about $6,- 
900.00 per year will allow some addi- 
tional state funds to be allotted those 
counties. The present plans are to use 
this amount to establish a base salary 
scale for the county librarian. A for- 
mula for distribution of these salary 
funds has not yet been worked out, but 
no doubt allowance will be based to a 
large extent on the library training that 
the librarian has or is willing to obtain. 
Better trained personnel means better 
library service. Better salaries mean 
better trained personnel. Definite plans 
for distribution of this fund for addi- 
tional library training will be discussed 
at the five regional meetings for libra- 
rians, trustees and friends of the libraries 
during the last week in March or the 
first week in April. Your suggestions 
are wanted and needed, so be prepared 


to attend one of these meetings and help 
work out plans. Dates for them will 
be announced later. 

State aid for service to Negroes was 
not given when many of our earlier 
county libraries were established. Now 
that some of our county libraries are 
beginning to give service to their Negro 
population through schools and 
branches, they need and are entitled to 
state aid for that purpose. However, 
since the rumber of Negroes vary from 
county to county, a state-wide plan for 
the allocation of such aid will be dif- 
ficult to establish. Probably each 
county now giving any library service 
to its Negroes will be asked to report 
on such service, and then prepare a plan 
for the use of the state funds if such 
were allocated on the original basis of 
thirty-five cents per capita, This also 
will be discussed at the regional meet- 
ings. 

This increased appropriation will 
also mean more funds for books, for 
operation of the Commission, and three 
additional trained librarians for the 
staff. The state program has expanded 
so much within the last two years, that 
we have constant calls for additional 
services from our staff to county, pub- 
lic and school libraries. With these 
additional employees, we hope to be 
able to keep up with the demands that 
are made. The next two years are 
going to be most important ones for 
libraries in Arkansas. We can look for- 
ward to lots of work for all of us, and 
we need to be doing some careful 
planning. Bring your ideas and sug- 
gestions to the regional meetings and 
help work out plans for the next two 
years. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE DEMONSTRATION BILL 
NOW S. 48 


Introduced January 6, 1947, by 
Senator Lister Hill, Alabama, and Sen- 
ator George D. Aiken, Vermont, S. B. 
48, passed its first and second readings 
and was referred to the Senate Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare 
which is under the chairmanship of 
Senator Robert Taft of Ohio. Nine of 
the 13 members of the new committee 
supported the bill last year. Two of the 
members were recently elected to the 
Senate. The bill, as introduced, in- 
cluded the amendments incorporated by 
the Senate last year. Prospects of pas- 
sage are good. 

An identical measure was introduced 
in the House, March 10, by Congress- 
man Thomas A. Jenkins of Ohio as 
H. R. 2465. 

ARKANSAS HAS 816,311 PEO- 
PLE WITHOUT LIBRARY SERV- 
ICE. THE BILL MEANS MUCH TO 
ARKANSAS. 


WHAT YOU CAN Do 


HELP. The help of public, urban, 
county, rural, school, college and uni- 
versity libraries is greatly needed. 

WRITE to Senator J. W. Fulbright or 
Senator John L. McClellan, Senate Of- 
fice Building, Washington, D. C., or to 
your congressman for copies of the bill. 
Tell them you are interested and why, 
and ask them to support the bill. 

WRITE TO SENATOR ROBERT A. 
TAFT, Senate Office Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and ask him to hold a 
hearing on the bill. 

INFORM PEOPLE AND GROUPS in 
your county about the bill and request 
them to write to the Senators and Con- 
gressmen to support the bill. 

PLACE NEws STORIES about the bill 
in your papers. 

SHOW THE 16MM SOUND MOTION 
PICTURE, “‘Library on Wheels” in your 
county. The film can be borrowed free 
cf charge from the State Library Com- 
mission. 


The Public Library Service Demon- 
stration Bill (S. B. 48-H. R. 2465) will 
help you and Arkansas if it passes. It 
will assist in transferring 816,331 
people who are on the ‘‘wrong side’’ of 
the public library fence OVER to the 
“RIGHT SIDE.” 


THE ACT PROVIDES: 


1. ‘Twenty-five thousand dollars per 
year for five years as an outright gift to 
Arkansas, with no danger of federal 
control, to set up rural library demon- 
strations. Demonstrations work like 
this: 


a. Through outside funds, areas 
without service are given an example 
of library possibilities. 


b. Demonstration periods usually 
extend over a period of one to two 
years. 


c. Areas are comprised of: one 
county—two or more counties—por- 
tions of two or more counties—a 
number of cities or towns in one or 
more counties, depending on social, 
economic, geographic, etc. features. 


d. Outside funds are discontinued 
at the end of specified period. 


e. The people of the area then 
undertake to pay their own library 
way, FOR THEY ARE “‘SOLD’’ ON THE 
IDEA OF GOOD LIBRARY FACILITIES. 


2. Seventy-five thousand dollars in 
addition to the outright grant for Ark- 
ansas since our state aid already. equals 
this amount. 


By passage of the demonstration bill, 
many educational shortcomings in Ark- 


ansas_ will be improved: BEGIN 
RIGHT AWAY TODAY TO SE- 
CURE PASSAGE OF THE LIBRARY 
DEMONSTRATION BILL —S. B. 
48.-—MARCELLA MEHAFFY, State Co- 
ordinator of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee. 





ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


A. L. A. MID-WINTER MEETING 
December 27-30, 1946 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Arkansas was represented at 
the Mid-Winter Meeting of the American Li- 
brary Association in Chicago by Miss Leta Sow- 
der, Mrs. Allie Beth Martin, and Mrs. Marie 
Pinckney of the Commission staff, Miss Helen 
Cocks, librarian of the State Health Department; 
Miss Constance Mitchell, librarian of Arkansas 
State Teachers College, and Mrs. Jane Gavere, 
of the library of the Fort Roots Veteran Facility. 
The following informal report is composed of 
impressions of the meeting related to the mem- 
bers of this group. 

The Grand Ballroom of the Drake 
Hotel was filled with council members 
and many other members of the Asso- 
ciation privileged to sit in on the meet- 
ing when Miss Mary U. Rothrock, 
president, called the meeting to order. 
Foreign visitors, F. C. Jackson, Secre- 
tary to the British Museum, and Mr. 
Chu, Librarian of the Peiping Teachers 
College, were introduced. Carl Milam, 
Executive Secretary of the Association, 
reported on the activities of the U. S. 
delegation of the A. L. A. to UNESCO, 
held in Europe during the last six weeks 
preceding the Mid-Winter meeting. Li- 
brarians in the United States are more 
and more interested in the library ac- 
tivities in other parts of the world, and 
from his reports of plans made by the 
international groups meeting in Europe, 
American libraries will be even more 
interested than ever before. It is prob- 
able that a World Library Meeting will 
be held in Atlantic City in 1948 at the 
same time that the American Library 


Association expects to hold its annual. 


sessions there. 

One of the most interesting announce- 
ments made at this session of the Coun- 
cil was made by Miss McDaniel of the 
Library of Congress about the proposed 
meeting of the Librarians of the Amer- 
icas in Washington, D. C., beginning 
on May 12, 1946. The librarians of 
the nations of South and Central Amer- 
ica are to be invited to a Workshop 
Conference lasting four weeks to study 
the problems and methods in extending 
iibrary service in all the Americas. Spe- 
cial attention is to be given to rural or 
public library service as that is the field 


most needing development everywhere. 
Experts in the fields are to be invited 
to meet with the librarians for discus- 
sion of the problems. Following this 
four-week conference, the librarians at 
tending are to be given an opportunity 
to visit libraries in the United States for 
three weeks preceding the A. L. A. Meet- 
ing in San Francisco which will be held 
in June. This conference for the Libra- 
rians of the Americas sounded most 
interesting. A general invitation was 
extended to every librarian to attend any 
pari or all of the meeting to be held in 
Washington. 
FORUM ON ATOMIC ENERGY 

A joint meeting of the American 
Library Association and the Associa- 
tion of College and Reference Libraries 
on the Subject of Atomic Energy was 
outstanding, not only for the subject 
matter discussed, but for the challenging 
manner in which the program was pre- 
sented. 

Dr. Cyril O. Houle, dean, University 
College, University of Chicago, presided 
and the success of the meeting was due 
in large measure to the informality and 
warmth of Dr. Houle in conducting the 
meeting. 

The program was opened with a 
film showing the Bikini tests and the 
results of the destruction of Hiroshima 
which forcibly and vividly brought to 
the audience the horrors of the after- 
math of the atomic bomb. 

Before introducing the speakers Dr. 
Houle said that he had found in check- 
ing the Chicago telephone directory that 
already the classified section contained 
some twenty entries beginning with the 
word ‘‘atomic’’ including such items as 
atomic clubs, atomic sandwiches, atomic 
cars and the like. Moreover, he found 
it interesting to note that this new entry 
appeared between ‘‘Atolls’’ and ‘‘Atone 
ment.” 

The two speakers of the evening were 
both engaged in the work of producing 
the atomic bomb. Dr. J. J. Nickson 
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who is a cancer expert with the Argonne 
National Laboratory, talked on Atomic 
Energy as a Positive Force. Before de- 
scribing the many beneficial results 
which may be achieved by the use of 
atomic energy, he placed emphasis on 
the fact that international control of 
atomic energy must be achieved. He 
pointed out that there is no secret of 
atomic energy, that any country may 
be able to produce atomic bombs; that 
there is no defense against atomic bombs 
and that the United States has no mon- 
opoly on the ability to produce atomic 
bombs. Dr. Nickson also pointed out 
that if world control could be achieved 
that scientists now engaged in develop- 
ing atomic energy for military pur- 
poses would be released to work con- 
structively to apply the knowledge re- 
garding atomic energy which has been 
acquired to the fields of light, heat and 
power, to chemistry, to biology and 
medicine. In the field of medicine alone 


hope for discovery of the causes of heart 


diseases, diabetes and cancer may lie in 
atomic energy. 

The second speaker, Harrison F. 
Brown, author of Must Destruction Be 
Our Destiny. repeated emphatically that 
international control is essential. He 
explained that due to the concentration 
of industry and population the United 
States is next to England the most vul- 
nerable nation in the world to the 
atomic bomb. He expressed the opinion 
that the Baruch plan is the most prac- 
tical plan for control presented to date 
as nothing but elimination of war will 
assure the world of safety from atomic 
destruction. Both men expressed the 
feeling that the indifference to the prob- 
lem which envelopes the country from 
the Congress to the man in the street is 
the gravest danger to the solution to the 
problem. They even stated that if some 
solution were not reached in the next 
year or year and a half there would be 
no hope for a solution. Both men issued 
a challenge to the librarians in the audi- 
ence to assume responsibility for helping 
to educate people everywhere to the 
importance of the problem of control of 
atomic energy. They were also urged to 


do everything possible to bring about 
better understanding between the United 
States and Russia, since mutual distrust 
is one of the greatest impediments in 
achieving agreement over any plan for 
world control of atomic energy. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the 
subject was opened for discussion and 
questions. The most ambitious pro- 
gram to provide information on the 
subject of atomic energy was reported 
by Emerson Greenway, librarian of the 
Enoch Pratt Library, which has planned 
Sunday lectures, noon-time movies, is 
distributing book lists and pamphlets in 
quantity, is planning to spend $1,200 
for books on the subject, has prepared 
street car placards and posters for the 
library and all branches. Copies of the 
book list “You and the Atom’’ may be 
purchased in quantity from the Enoch 
Pratt Library, Baltimore, Md. Harold 
Brigham, librarian of the Indiana State 
Library, stressed the importance of libra- 
ries working with other agencies to as- 
sure action by our leaders. 

The following publications on atomic 
energy may be secured from: National 
Committee for Atomic Information, 
1721 K St., Washington, D. C. 

1. Bulletin of Atomic Science (pub- 
lished twice a month). 

2. Atomic Energy Kit. 

The high school at Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., has excellent material on a pro- 
gram of atomic education for schools 
which may be of interest to school 
librarians. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION DIVISION 


Mildred W. Sandoe, Ohio State Li- 
brary, presided at this meeting which 
was held at 10:00 A. M., Saturday, 
December 28. 

1 This division had an excellent pro- 
gram with the following speakers: Miss 
Helen A. Ridgway!', Assistant Super- 
visor, Public Libraries, Adult Education 
and Extension Division of New York, 
on the survey of libraries and library 
conditions in New York, and the adult 
and community educational plans. 

IMiss Ridgway has recently been appointed Public Li- 


brary Specialist of the Department of Information and 
Advisory Service of the American Library Association. 





2. Dr. Lowell A. Martin, Columbia 
University Library School, expanded 
on his remarks at the Buffalo meet- 
ing of A. L. A. about the National 
Plan for Public Library Service®. Mr. 
Martin’s paper was reprinted in the 
September issue of the A. L. A. Bulle- 
tin. In this paper he called attention 
to three points of danger in larger units 
of service such as regions. At the meet- 
ing on December 28, he expanded on 
these three points: 

(a) Local accessibility 

(b) Strength of resources of the 

library 

(c) Local community identification 

with the library 

He pointed out the danger of too 
large units of service if the three factors 
above are not considered. These three 
factors make for good library service. 
Any unit of library service that deviates 
too far from any one of these basic 
factors will tend to lose part of its ef- 
fectiveness. We are all concerned with 


county and regional service in Arkansas 


and have faced these problems, and for 


that reason we were greatly interested 
in the expansion of these three points. 


(1) Are our services accessible to 
all those we are trying to reach in our 
individual areas?’ How can we make 
our services more accessible? Bookmo- 
biles, deposit stations, branch libraries, 
school services—all these are part of 
the answer perhaps. In all of these types 
of services, though, we are reaching our 
public with only pieces of library serv- 
ice because of factor No. 2. 

(2) Strength of Resources. In coun- 
ty or regional libraries the book re- 
sources are distributed over a wide area. 
A library unit is as strong as its re- 
sources. By distributing its resources is 
the library unit destroying part of its 
effectiveness? Dr. Martin says that in 
a larger unit, the strong central facilities 
are not available to everyone because of 
lack of accessibility to the rural resident. 
Part of the resources are available, but 

2A National Plan for Public Library Service, (first seven 
chapters) written by the members of the Committee on 
Postwar Planning of the ALA is available on loan from the 


State Library Commission. Anyone interested in the future 
of library services should read this. 
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not all at any one time, even though any 
resident may have on demand any of the 
resources of the central unit. However, 
he also says that there is no other solu- 
tion to the problem of library service to 
rural America than through bookmo- 
biles, deposit stations, and branches. 

(3) Local Community Identifica- 
tion. This third factor is one with 
which we are greatly concerned. The 
pride of the small community in its 
library, the interest of the local citizens 
in this community service, tend to be 
lost when a larger unit is established. 
Care must be taken, Dr. Martin says, to 
identify each local library unit, station 
or branch, with its citizens and tie up 
these interests with the larger unit, too. 

A symposium composed of Mary 
Walton Harris, Extension Division, 
Louisiana; Dora Ruth Parks, West Vir- 
ginia Library Commission; Martha 
Grey, Troy, Ohio, Public Library, and 
Agatha Klein, Extension Division, Min- 
nesota, with Irving Lieberman of Mich- 
igan as Moderator, discussed the estab- 
lishment of library units in their states 
or work in individual libraries from the 
standpoint of the three basic factors as 
given by Dr. Martin. 





YOU AND THE ATOM 


The Enoch Pratt Library has placed 
on sale copies of its excellent book list, 
You and the Atom. 

Books listed on the attractively 
printed list are titles which should be 
in even the small library. Librarians 
can support the action of the American 
Library Association in its resolution 
endorsing the international control of 
atomic energy by “‘advancing true under- 
standing on the parts of all people of 
atomic energy and its meaning for civ- 
ilization.’” Plan to distribute copies of 
the list to your patrons. Information 
regarding prices may be secured by 
writing Emerson Greenway, Librarian, 
Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore. 
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PROFESSIONALLY SPEAKING—HOW DO YOU RATE? 


Since we are constantly faced with 
an array of questionnaires on everything 
under the sun, from tests which tell us 
how to win a husband, to tests which 
reveal our ignorance on matters political, 
we might as well test ourselves on how 
we stack up on our interest in our 
profession. 

Allow 10 for each question which 
you answer yes. 


Yes No 
1. Member of the Arkansas 
Library Association. (1) © 
2. Member of the American 
Library Association © ( 


3. Attended the last meet- 

ing of the Arkansas Li- 

brary Association _______ 1 oO 
4. Attended the district 

meeting of librarians and 

trustees in one its last 

year __ is 
5. Attended either a meet- 

ing of the American Li- 

brary Association or of 

the Southwestern  Li- 

brary Association within 

the last year_________- Oo Oo 
6. Read at least five profes- 

sional periodicals recvu- 

larly . a tl O 
7. Have read five books on 

developments in the li- 

brary profession in the 

eee ca €4 
8. Have made a defir:i ite 

contribution to the pro- 

gram of the Arkansas Li- 

brary Association during 

the last year. (Served on 

a program, on a com- 

mittee, wrote letters to 

« ongressmen, carried a pe- 

tition ) fl oO 
9. Know the standards for 

salaries, training, books, 

and equipment for your 

library, and if your li- 

brary does not reach 

those standards, are you 
working to reach them. [|] [J 


10. Have read the Program 
for the Development of 
Libraries in Arkansas, 
published by Commis- 
sion, October, 1945, and 


have formulated some 
suggestions for your own 
ss... Oo Oo 


(If you made 50 “you're fair, if you 
made as much as 80, give yourself a 
pat on the back). 


PROFESSIONAL READING 


If you had trouble thinking of five 
books on librarianship which you read 
last year, here is a list of recent publica- 
tions with which every librarian should 
have at least a passing acquaintance. 
Starred titles indicated items which 
most libraries will want to consider for 
purchase. All of the books and pamph- 
lets listed are in the collection at the 
State Library Commission and a post- 
card will bring as many as you like on 
one month loan to your desk. We'll 
even pay postage. There is no danger 
that your library will get in a rut if 
you keep up with the many ideas in 
print which are free of charge to all 
libraries. They aren't copyrighted 
either, you may adapt them freely for 
your own library. 

ARKANSAS UNIVERSITY. Workshop in 
problems of library management. 

Co-ordination of School Library Ac- 
tivities. Workshop, 1946. Free from the 
Commission. 

This and the following pamphlet are 
reports of committees from the work- 
shop in problems of library manage- 
ment which was conducted at the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, July 16 - August 
3, 1946, by the University, The De- 
partment of Education and The State 
Library Commission. They contain 
ideas and suggestions about school li- 
braries on organization of the library, 
discarding, book selection, visual and 
audio-aids. 





(Continued on Page 13) 
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FOURTH REGIONAL LIBRARY UNIT ORGANIZED 


Desha, Drew, and Lincoln counties 
will co-operate in order to form a new 
regional library unit to begin operation 
this summer. The three counties quali- 
fied for state aid in January, 1947, by 
appropriating county funds to maintain 
their present services and to help with 
the operating expenses of the regional 
unit. 

The region will be under the super- 
vision of an executive committee or 
regional board composed of two mem- 
bers from each county library board, 
and this group will work in co-opera- 
tion with the State Library Commis- 
sion. The regional representatives are 
Mrs. Joe Hardin, of Grady, and Mrs. 
R. B. Steed of Star City, who repre- 
sent Lincoln County; Mrs. Yates Trot- 
ter and Miss Virgil Caviness of Monti- 
cello, who represent Drew County, and 
W. H. Rice of Dumas and Lamar Gris- 
ham of Pickens, who represent Desha 
County. 

The regional board held its first meet- 
ing in the Drew County Court House 


COMMITTEES OF THE 


at Monticello, on February 10, at 7:30 
p- m. with all members present, and 
with a number of guests present from 
local organizations and from the other 
counties. Mrs. Joe Hardin of Grady 
was elected chairman, Mrs. Yates Trot- 
ter, of Monticello, vice-chairman, and 
Lamar Grisham, of Pickens, treasurer 
of the regional funds. The group voted 
to establish headquarters of the regional 
library in Monticello and approved a 
budget for the first year’s service, which 
is expected to begin July 1. A com- 
mittee was appointed to select and pur- 
chase a bookmobile. Recent information 
from this committee tells us that a half- 
ton panel Ford truck has been delivered 
to Monticello and is now having shelv- 
ing installed. 

The collection to be used for regional 
service is being processed in the offices 
of the State Library Commission, and 
as soon as the regional quarters are 
ready, boxes of books will be shipped 
to Monticello. 
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ASSOCIATION 1947 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


MEMBERSHIP: 
Miss Beth Welch, Sebastian County Library, 
Chairman 
Mrs. Marie Pinckney, Arkansas State Library 
Commission 
Miss Freddy Schader, Parker School Library, 
Fort Smith 
Mrs. Prentice Rice, Ozark Regional Library 
Board 
Miss Gladys Sachse, Yell County Library 
EDUCATION: 
Miss Leila Heasley, Arkansas State Library 
Commission, Chairman 
Mrs. Annie B. Proctor, Forrest City Public 
Library 
Miss Eula 
Library 
LEGISLATIVE: 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Pulaski County Li- 
brary, Chairman 
Miss Pearl Williamson, Arkansas State Library 
Commission 
Miss Constance Mitchell, 
Teachers College Library 


McDougal, Mississippi County 


Arkansas _ State 


Miss Syble E. Tatom, Stamps High School 
Library 
Mrs. Earle Spencer, Pine Bluff Public Library 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


PROGRAM: 

Mrs. Hazel Deal, North Arkansas Regional 
Library, Chairman 

Mrs. Catharine Chew, Pulaski County Library 

Mrs. Allie Beth Martin, Arkansas State Li 
brary Commission 

Miss Jaqueline Rainwater, Southwest Arkan 
sas Regional Library 

Mrs. Lillian B. Sorrells, Brinkley High School 
Library 

Mrs. Morene 
Library 

PERSONNEL: 

Miss Grace Upchurch, University of Arkansas 
Library, Chairman 

Miss Helen M. Heinemann, Craighead County 
Library Board 

Miss Leta Sowder, 
Commission 

Miss Elizabeth Malone, 
Library 


D. Smith, Ouachita College 


Arkansas State Library 


Craighead County 
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Miss Frances Barnett, Little Rock Public 


Library 

Mr. J. M. Peace, A. & M. College Library 

Mrs. Chester Dixon, Fayetteville High School 
Library 

Mrs. Hazel K. Miller, Lincoln High School 
Library, Fort Smith 

PUBLICITY: 

Miss Sally Large, Little Rock Public Library, 
Chairman 

Miss Georgia Clark, University of Arkansas 
Library 

Miss Mary D. Hudgins, Army and Navy 
General Hospital Library,. Hot Springs 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION DIVISION OF PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 
Public librarians now have a niche 
of their own in A. L. A.—the Division 
of Public Libraries. The practical value 
of the new P. L. D. as an instrument 
for advancing the interests of public 
libraries, and for helping to solve prob- 
lems incidental to them, is dependent 
upon the support given by librarians 
themselves. The goal should be a 100 
per cent membership of workers in pub- 
lic libraries. Your library may be large 
or it may be small, you may be at the 
bottom of the ladder or at the top, but 
your support is needed if the Division 
is to be a real force in A. L. A. Join 
the P. L. D. if you are an A. L. A. mem- 
ber by checking it when you pay your 
A. L. A. dues; then support it with 
your interest, your problems, and your 
opinions. If you are not an A. L. A. 
member because you have felt lost in a 
big impersonal organization, join now. 
Here is a smaller group whose interests 
are similar to yours, and which offers 
you opportunities for participation in 
public library planning. And remem- 
ber it costs you nothing to join one 
Division, which can be done by indi- 
cating when you pay your A. L. A 

dues. 








I GIVE YOU ARKANSAS 
By J. N. HEISKELL 

Libraries interested in additions to 
their Arkansas Collections will be in- 
terested in J. N. Heiskell’s well-written 
pamphlet, ] Give You Arkansas. Copies 
are available without charge from the 
Arkansas State Library Commission. 


NEWS NOTES 


INDEPENDENCE COUNTY LIBRARY. Li- 
brary service has been extended to 
Negroes with the opening of the 
Charles Brown Branch. The branch 
is named for the only graduate of 
the Negro High School who lost his 
life in service. 

CONWAY COUNTY LIBRARY. The Bus- 
iness and Professional Women’s Club 
has as its project for the year the 
renovating and redecorating of the re- 
ception room of the library. When 
the work is completed the space will 
provide a comfortable meeting room 
for the B. & P. W. Club and for 
other civic organizations. The Club 
is raising funds for the work and is 
helping with much of the _ redec- 
orating. 

ATKINS PUBLIC LIBRARY. The work 
of the Atkins Library which serves 
both the school and the community 
was featured in the December issue 
of the Journal of Arkansas Educa- 
tion. The librarian, Mrs. Faye Gray- 
don, has recently weeded the library 
carefully with the assistance of Miss 
Leila Heasley, field representative of 
the Arkansas State Library Commis- 
sion, and new books are being pur- 
chased for the library. A strip film 
projector has been purchased also. 

FAULKNER COUNTY LIBRARY. A ‘“‘lis- 
tening hour”’ has been inaugurated in 
memory of Mrs. Flora Stark, Conway 
club woman who died last year. 
Three Conway study clubs, the 
Shakespeare, Orpheus and P. E. O. 
organizations, are sponsoring the 
programs. A variety of records has 
been selected to appeal to all age 
groups and each program is opened 
with a discussion and interpretation 
of the music to be heard. 

PIGGOTT PUBLIC LIBRARY. The Civic 
Club has donated funds to refinish 
the floor of the library. The Boy 
Scouts helped move furniture in 
readiness for the job. 

LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LIBRARY. Book 
circulation at the Little Rock Public 
Library has increased sharply in the 





last few weeks. On several days cir- 
culation has topped the 1,000 mark. 
Sharp increases in circulation of books 
on specific trades, fine arts, commer- 
cial art, music and gardening were 
noted. Approximately 40 per cent of 
the books circulated were non-fiction. 
220,787 books were circulated in 
1946. 

EL DoRADO PUBLIC LIBRARY. Slow 
but steady advancement in circula- 
tion was noted in 1946. Total cir- 
culation for the year was approxi- 
mately 30,000 books. The library 
conducts two weekly radio broad- 
casts, an evening program for adults, 
and a Saturday morning story hour 
for children. 

HENDRIX COLLEGE LIBRARY. Miss 
Sara Frances Morehead has _ been 
elected assistant librarian, replacing 
Mrs. W. O. Wilson, retired. 

ARKANSAS STATE LIBRARY COMMIS- 
SION. Frances Locke of Ashdown 
joined the Commission staff February 
1. She takes the place of Lois Gard- 
ner who left the Commission January 
1 to join the faculty of Ouachita 
College. 

COLLEGE OF THE OZARKS LIBRARY. 
Fire destroyed a part of the library 
of College of the Ozarks in January. 
Miss Louise Jamison, librarian, writes 
that a part of the library was saved 
and that they are desperately in need 
of more space. 

OZARKS REGIONAL LIBRARY. Lucile 
Lucas has replaced Frances Thomp- 
son King as librarian. Miss Lucas 
was librarian of the Ozark Regional 
Library from its organizaiton until 
1945 when she joined the staff of 
the Enoch Pratt Library in Balti- 
more, Maryland. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY LIBRARY. Mrs. 
Don Hoyt has returned to the Wash- 
ington County Library succeeding 
Mrs. Helen Wiggans who has joined 
the staff of the library of the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas. Mrs. Hoyt was 
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librarian of the Washington County 
Library until she resigned on account 
of illness in the Spring of 1946. 


YELL COUNTY LIBRARY. Gladys Sachse, 
librarian, has asked a number of her 
patrons to name the book which they 
enjoyed most last year. The result 
was an unusually good piece of li- 
brary publicity in the Mt. Magazine 
Rural Record. 

JONESBORO. The erection of a modern 
public library building is being 
planned by the members of the board 
of the Public Library of Jonesboro 
and Craighead County. Members of 
the committee planning the building 
are Ray Bautts, chairman; W. R. 
Melton, Alman Patterson, Claude 
Gregory, Arthur Adams, and James 
Patrick. Delivery of the new book- 
mobile is expected in February. Li- 
brarian Elizabeth Malone is also 
planning a two-day workshop for her 
library clerks and for school libra- 
rians of the county. The Public 
Library of Jonesboro and Craighead 
County is humming with activity 
these days. Circulation during Jan- 
uary totaled 12,561. 


SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS REGIONAL LI- 
BRARY. Miss Isabel Wynn arrived 
January 24 to assume her duties as 
assistant librarian. She is a graduate 
of Arkansas State College in Jones- 
boro and has a degree in Library 
Science from George Peabody College 
for Teachers. She taught in both 
elementary and high school at Corn- 
ing, Ark., and served as high school 
librarian in Caruthersville, Mo., for 
two years. She comes to the South- 
west Arkansas Regional Library from 
Springfield, Mo., where she had been 
Children’s Librarian for two years. 


NorRTH LITTLE ROCK PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY. Remodeling work on the 
auditorium of the library has been 
completed and is ready for use by 
civic organizations. Facilities will be 
provided to seat 150 persons. 
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FAYETTEVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY. The 
library has received a number of 
donations of phonograph records. 
The records will be loaned to any 
patron of the library. Mrs. Edmund 
P. Watson is the librarian. 


ASHLEY COUNTY LIBRARY. Mrs. Ann: 


Veazey, county librarian, made her 
first rounds in her new bookmobile 
this month accompanied by Miss 
Leila Heasley, field representative of 
the State Library Commission. 


PROFESSIONAL READING 


(Continued from Page 9) 
ARKANSAS UNIVERSITY. Workshop in 
problems of library management. 

The Student Library Assistant. 
Workshop, 1946. Free from the Com- 
mission. 

*BAKER, AUGUSTA, ed. 

Books About Negro Life for Chil- 
dren. Bureau for Intercultural Educa- 
tion, 1946. 10c 

An excellent buying list for all li- 
braries. Many requests have been re- 
ceived for material of this particular 
type from county and school libraries. 
FARGO, L. F. 

Activity Book Number Two. Library 
projects for children and young people. 
ALA, 1944. $2.50 

This second volume on school library 
activities emphasizes practices for the 
high school, but many can be adapted 
for the elementary school. Sections on 
the movies, radios, forum and panel are 
especially welcome. A valuable book for 
the librarian, teacher, principal and 
school superintendent alike. 

BENJAMIN, MAry A. 

Autographs: A Key to Collecting. 
Bowker, 1946. $6.00 

An attractive practical guide for the 
novice as well as the seasoned collector. 

*Children’s Catalog. A dictionary 
catalog of books. 7th ed. rev. Wilson, 
1941. Service 

A new edition of this ‘Bible’ of 
the librarian working with children is 
always good news. 





CINCINNATI PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Book for Adult Beginners. 
1946. 75c 

The problem of finding books for 
adults who read with difficulty is 
greatly simplified with this list of easily 
read books which have an adult ap- 
proach. 

*DOUGLAS, MARY PEACOCK 

Planning and Equipping the School 
Library. North Carolina, Department 
of Education, 1946. 15c 

The school librarian, superintendent, 
or public librarian who is interested in 
the improvement of the school library 
facilities would do well to examine this 
very excellent little publication. Well 
illustrated, definite instructions for the 
physical set-up of the library are given. 
*DOoUGLAS, MARY PEACOCK 

Teacher-Librarian's Handbook. 
ALA, 1941. $1.90. 

An attractive handbook of informa- 
tion about routines likely to trouble a 
teacher-librarian with little or no train- 
ing. An older title listed because of fre- 
quent requests for something to help the 
untrained teacher-librarian. 

EATON, ANNE T. 

Treasure for the Taking. A book list 
for boys and girls. Viking, 1946. $2.50 

A basic annotated list of books for 
every taste and age under some seventy 
categories from picture books, easy 
books, and folk tales to careers, sports, 
novels. Recommended for all libraries. 


IRELAND, NORMA OLIN 

Picture File in School, College and 
Public Libraries. Faxon, 1934. $1.50 

Brief practical instructions for start- 
ing a new picture file or revising an old 
one with information on mounting and 
use of pictures. An older title listed 
because of frequent requests for some- 
thing on this subject. 
JOECKEL, C. B., ed. 

Library Extension, Problems and So- 
lution. Chicago, 1946. $3.00 

One of the most important books in 
the libraries for 1946, giving a clear 
picture of the unfinished task of the 
extension of library service to all the 


ALA, 








people. A ‘‘must’’ for all those engaged 
in rural library service. 


JOECKEL, C. B. 


A National Plan for Public Library 
Service. ALA, 1946. $2.75 


Of interest to every librarian and 
trustee. This book, of which only the 
first seven chapters have been issued in 
mimeographed form, points out the de- 
ficiencies in library service over the na- 
tion and shows what can be done to fill 
these gaps. A picture of public library 
service for all the people including those 
35,000,000 Americans now without it. 


*LOISEAUX, M. D. 
Publicity Primer, An ABC of *‘Tell- 


ing All’ About the Public Library. 3rd 
ed. rev. Wilson, 1945. $1.00 


Revised edition of Miss Loiseaux’ 
excellent book on publicity ideas and 
suggestions. 


*NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
OF ENGLISH 


Books for You. Council, 1945. 30c 


This booklet and the following title 
Your Reading are revisions of earlier 
lists by the National Council of 
Teachers of English. Excellent lists for 
school libraries and public libraries. 
Very useful in buying or in pointing 
out to that one teacher you have who 
insists that book reports must be made 
from the “‘classics’’ and that no up-to- 
date reading material can be used! 


*NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS 
OF ENGLISH 


Your Reading. For grades seven, 
eight, and nine. Council, 1946. 30c 


NEWARK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Power of Print. 
distribution ) 


This four-year report, 1942-45, of 
the activities of the Newark Public Li- 
brary is one that every librarian should 
see. The usual basic facts and trends of 
circulation, support, etc., are reported 
by the library, but with a difference 
and what a difference! Work with the 
teen-agers is reported as ‘What's Cook- 
ing on the Front Burner?’ Cartoons 


‘TEACHERS 


Free (limited 
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from Punch, the Sat. Review of Lit., 
and the N. Y. Times Book Review are 
scattered throughout the 48 pages 
SCHUNK, R. J. 

Pointers for Public Library Building 
Planners. ALA, 1945. $1.25 

A compact introduction to the matter 
of building a new library or remodeling 
an old one for librarians, trustees, and 
architects. Especially useful for planners 
in small communities. 
WHEELER, JOSEPH L. 

Progress and Problems in Education 
for Librarianship. Carnegie, 1946. Free 

This excellent monograph notes the 
major developments in the profession in 
the last twenty years. It has an excel- 


lent section on recruiting. His discus- 
sicn of the library schools and training 
is particularly good. 





TREASURER’'S STATEMENT OF 
THE ARKANSAS LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


January |, 1946 - December 31, 1946 


Balance on hand January 1, 1946 $277.18 
Receipts 1946: 
Memberships (1946) 
Refunds from libraries on 
costs of Amendment 
Campaign Cards 
1947 Dues Received in 
Advance 


Miscellaneous 


183.00 


101.50 


83.00 
4.20 


$371.70 $371.70 


Total Income $648.88 
Expenditures 1946: 
Postage and Stationery  $ 1 
Film Rental 
Bank Charges 
Amendment Campaign 
Expenses 314. 
Balance on Annual Meet- 
ing (1945) 
Dues 
brary Association 
Expenses of 1946 Meeting 


in Southwest Li- 
8.70 
132.47 


Total Expenditures $484.86 
Balance on Hand January 1, 


1947 $164.02 
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHWESTERN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA, OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER 1, 1946 


At the business meeting the follow- 
ing officers were elected for the ensuing 
biennium: President, John Hall Jacobs, 
Librarian, New Orleans Public Li- 
brary, New Orleans, La.; First Vice- 
President, Mrs. Helen Seymour Farring- 
ton, Librarian, Public Library, El Paso, 
Texas; Second Vice-President, Ar- 
less Nixon, Librarian, Public Library, 
Killgore, Texas; Secretary, Miss Patricia 
Paylore, Acquisitions librarian, Univer- 
sity of Arizona Library, Tucson, Ari- 
zona; Treasurer, Mrs. Margaret Patty, 
Reference librarian, University of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

The dues of the association were in- 
creased. The Executive Council, at its 
meeting, discussed certain projects need- 
ed for the development and strengthen- 
ing of the S. W. L. A., especially three: 
(1) a survey of the S. W. L. A.: (2) 


IF YOU ARE GOING TO A. L. A. IN 
SAN FRANCISCO IN JUNE 


In response to requests from many li- 
brarians in this area the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad in co-operation with connect- 
ing railroads is planning ““The Library 
Special” to carry librarians from various 
parts of the country to the ALA con- 
ference in San Francisco in June. Ernest 
J. Doerste, New York City Passenger 
Agent, has made up an itinerary which 
promises to be exceedingly interesting. 
| am suggesting to him that his agent in 
your vicinity see that you have copies 
of this itinerary and plan with you to 
make connections for librarians from 

our area who would like to join the 
pecial train. 

If not enough librarians plan on the 
‘rip to warrant a special train, special 
ars can be added to regular trains as 
ieeded, so we may be sure of having 
1ccommodations. — MARIE D. LOI- 
“EAUX, Editor, Wilson Bulletin. 


publication of a bulletin; (3) develop- 
ment of the Extension Committee, espe- 
cially by the provision of funds for its 
work. Realizing that none of these proj- 
ects is possible without an increase in the 
funds of the S. W. L. A. the Executive 
Committee recommended, and the mo- 
tion carried at the Business meeting, that 
(1) State membership fees be increased 
from five cents to ten cents per capita 
per biennium; (2) Institutional dues be 
as follows: Institutions with incomes 
between $20,000 per annum $2.00 per 
biennium: institutions with incomes 
between $20,000 and $40,000, $3.00 
per biennium; institutions having in- 
comes above $40,000 per annum, $5.00 
per biennium. This increase in mem- 
bership and institutional fees shall not 
be effective until January, 1947, to ap- 
ply on dues for 1947-48. 


FILMS FOR LOAN 


The State Library Commission has 
just purchased two films which may be 
borrowed for use anywhere in the state 
without charge. The pocket book film, 
“It’s All Yours,”’ is a 16mm. sound 
film which will be useful in promoting 
reading with young people. It will be of 
special interest to school groups. A copy 
of the film describing the services of the 
Pulaski: County Bookmobile has also 
been purchased. This is a 16mm. silent 
film in technicolor. 


Libraries, schools or civic groups 
planning to use either of the films 
should @rite for a reservation as long in 
advance was possible. Alternate dates on 
which tite film may be used should be 
specified gf possible. 
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Miss Hazel B. Warren 
Chief, Extension Service 
Indiana State Library 
Indianapolis, Ind. 





